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Eli Ruonavaara - Sue Watkins
www.kigersdeloscalifornios.com

The Watering Hole Vol. 5
Welcome to The Watering Hole. Where wild horses go to get refreshed, socialize and find out what’s going on with their amigos. We hope this newsletter does the same for all of you.
KCA Family:
All is well with our fellow Kiger owners.  Haven’t heard hardly a whinny, so everyone must be out riding the trails or doing their favorite event. From the show ring to trail trials, team penning or other events, Kigers can do it all! The more exposure we can give our horses the more well rounded they will become and the more people will want to join our very special family.
Two of our main peeps have unselfishly volunteered to be on the KMA Board of Directors this year. Eli is the new treasure and Pam Perdue is willingly undertaking the over whelming position of Registrar. They are both giving up a lot of saddle time to help this worthy cause. Let’s give them a round of applause!!!!
KCA News:
Susan Watkins has been participating in the summer show series held at the Sacramento Horseman’s Association with one of her student’s horses.  Her hard work has certainly paid off, with the pair winning the High-Point Senior Rider award for the series. This on a 5 year old horse that has never been in the show ring before.  Congratulations to Susan.  In addition, she has Dot, Red, and Annie under saddle, all this while logging 100’s of miles with the lemonade stand. The rest of the wild cavy has gentled down nicely as well, and are looking for their lifetime homes.  We have 7 Kigers for sale, so now is your chance to own a piece of living history!
The original Maverick aka Wallow’s Shadow Dancer is back!  A stunning grullo, this is the horse that was originally purchased by Eli to match Smoke.  And he is a dead ringer! Eli sold him as a yearling, but has purchased him back from his owner in Wisconsin and has added him back in to his personal cavy.  Dancer is now 5 years old.  A few tune up lessons and he will be ready to get down to business. Wait until you see him in the show ring and on the trail!

Eli has also been busy with his three year old gelding, Maverick.  Many of you might remember him from his appearances in the Horse Expo and State Fair as a baby.  Maverick is now being ridden on the trail and has performed flawlessly, a testimony to the training techniques used by KCA.  Look out, Smoke! Look out Dancer! Eli is also working with Cisco, Amber’s two year old grullo colt from the Riddle HMA.  Cisco has been very ill, but has still come a long way since his BLM days and is on his way to making a fine saddle horse.

KCA Events: 
August 22-24, 2008: The annual Kigerfest was held over the weekend in McMinneville, Or.  Unfortunately, due to previous commitments, KCA was unable to participate this year.  That didn’t stop them from voting Eli in as treasurer! Look for the show results posted on the Kiger website, www.kigermustangs.org
August 29 – September 1, 2008: California State Fair, Cavalcade of Horses, Sue and Eli will be exhibiting some of their Kigers at the State Fair in the breed barn and doing exhibition shows in the main arena.
September 1, 2008: Susan will be giving a one day horsemanship/ranch skills clinic in Brentwood, Ca. on Labor Day, from 8-5.  Reservations are required, and the clinic is full. Contact the host to get on the waiting list: Gina Canpadonico for more information 510-853-5433
September 17 – 24, 2008: Susan will be in Texas, riding in some team penning events and attending the Extreme Mustang Makeover finals in Ft. Worth.

October 25 and 26, 2008:  will be a two day trail horse versatility campout, clinic and contest to be held at the KCA facility in Sheridan, Ca. Please see the attached flyer and reservation form. It will be a great time! Reserve your space now! Saturday Clinic:  Sue Watkins teaching methods proven to create safe and willing horses. You will learn how to overcome everyday and not so everyday obstacles in a safe and fun environment. Get ready for Trail Trials, extreme cowboy races. Pot-luck BBQ Saturday night. Sunday Playday: Applying your new communication skills to practical situations. Fun and challenging contests for you and your horse. Great prizes and awards Section 1: Horsemanship - judge: Teresa Trull, Section 2: Trail - Judge: TBA, Section 3: - Speed Events: timed. Plan on coming, remember space is limited.  Please contact Susan or Eli for reservations and additional details
Added Bonus: Sue will do a demonstration with a wild mustang in the round pen after the Saturday clinic if time permits.
November 14 -16, 2008: The Trail Blazer Festival in Santa Barbara, CA has chosen Susan and the Kiger Mesteno Association to be part of their Battle of the Breeds contest. Only 15 breeds were chosen, so she is honored to take a Kiger. Please come cheer Sue on as she competes in the extreme trail horse contest hopefully putting Kigers on the map as extreme trail horses.
Unfortunately work has got in the way of numerous other events. Susan was selected to be in the Mustang Makeover OO7 edition but had to drop out do to work contracts. She was also given an invite to the All Girl, Extreme Cowboy Race in Texas, but that over laps clinics she is already doing here in CA. Eli and Sue were also very disappointed they could not make it to Kigerfest in OR or the numerous trail ride campouts. Their horse plates are very full.
KCA Training: 

LOOK, LOOK, LOOK :  CONTEST: Hey read this: Lots of tractor work has been done at the KCA facility, there is a nice new arena with sand and 3 level acres for nothing but extreme trail obstacles. Here is the test: Sue needs to fill those acres up with new trail obstacles. Send her your ideas for fun, different and/or extreme trail obstacles. If yours is chosen you will receive $25.00 off your registration for the Campout Clinic or 1 free riding lesson at KCA. They must be creative and portable. No permanent building of structures. The standard obstacles are already in place: bridges, drags, ‘car wash’, water hazard, back-thru L, jumps, so think of something new! No limit on number of times you can submit ideas. Email your ideas by October 1st.  Think out side of the box….. box, what box?

THE NO FALL, FALL SALE: To keep everyone safe from falling this fall for the month of October and November all lessons at the KCA facility will be $25.00. Sue’s way of helping you improve your horsemanship skills and help you with fuel expenses too. No limit. Call for lesson times. 
There is currently room for two more full time horses in training at KCA. Full Training is $700 a month. Horses purchased from KCA get a discount of $650.00 per month. This includes one riding lesson per week on your horse. There is a new arena and lots of new trail obstacles, so let’s get those ponies working. Susan will also show your horse, coach or prep you and/or your horse at a show or participate in any kind of Kiger promotion. Anyone interested in seeing wild Kigers gentled, this is the place!

KCA Horses For Sale:
Colorada con Brio KCA (Dot) is a 4 yr old, 14.2 hand line back bay mare. She is very personable, with magnificent style and action. She has that super smooth, ground eating walk that Kigers are renowned for and all horsemen dream about. She is truly a horse ‘con Brio’ (with heart). Her bloodlines include double bred Kiger Diamond Rio O106-W and Wallowa Kiger 001-W. She has a lot of cow and will make a wonderful trail/ranch, performance or endurance horse and then an excellent brood mare. She is started under saddle. Gets along great with other horses, trailers, stands quiet, etc.  Less then 5% of all Kigers are born Bay, great opportunity for mounted patrol or law enforcement to own a Bay Kiger. We will consider a reasonable offer to the right home.




$3,500.00     
              

El Grande Rojo KCA (Red) is a 4 yr old, 15.1 hand (and still growing) deep red, zebra Dun gelding. He is a very personable horse that is big enough to carry anyone in any direction. This is a horse you can make a living on during the week and take to a roping or the show ring on the weekend. Very kind and willing, ready to be taken in any direction.  He has great ground manners and is started under saddle.   Trailers, ponies, stands quiet, Great substance and bone with floating gaits make him a super dressage or Hunter prospect. Natural cow instinct makes him ready for the ranch. Kigers of this size are rare; here is your chance to own a Kiger with exceptional size and substance. Price reduced for quick sale: $5,000.00














El Steens Senorita Bonita KCA (Chica) is a 2 year old honey dun KMA registered Kiger filly with very heavy zebra striping and cob webbing on her face. Her mane is below her neck and tail is already on the ground. Words cannot describe the style and conformation this filly has. She is very well bred and a real looker. A picture of the perfect Kiger, she is currently being shown at halter and placing well in her classes. She will be started lightly under saddle this summer.             


       $6,000.00

Kiger Mountain Fandango KCA (Fandango) is a 3 year old wild caught, stunning grullo gelding. He is already 15 hands and still growing.  He has lots of bone, good legs, great sensible personality; he is one of our favorites.  A great all around guy who will do a full day's work all week and still take you to the show on Sunday. He has amazing potential, with powerful, bold gaits. The most sought after color and a kind eye make him steal at this price. He is halter broke and ready to go to a qualified home only. Intent to purchase agreement: 







      $3,500.00  
Kiger Knight Moon KCA (Moon) is a yearling, wild caught, zebra dun with a small round star (moon).  He has a cute, curious personality. He has a big hip and deep chest. His sturdy conformation with great substance, bone, and excellent feet show a future as a great halter and performance prospect. He should mature to 15HH.  He is very calm and personable with a kind eye. His ground work is well started, he trailers, ties, ponies and stands for farrier.  He is currently being shown at halter, and has placed in his classes.  Whether you are headed for the show, trail or ranch, Mr. Moon will perform. Intent to purchase agreement:                                                                                 

      $3,000.00
Kiger beammeup Scotty KCA (Scotty) is a wild caught, 2 year old gelding. He is a bright Red dun with great dun factoring. Dark shoulder and leg stripes with chrome. He is very handsome with a good hip and magnificent presence. He is smart and sensitive, definitely a future performance or speed event horse. He has junior jumper or gymkhana written all over him. He is a favorite at the barn. Typey and athletic, he will be a real winner in the show ring or the perfect companion on the trail. He is halter broke and ready for a new home. This is a great opportunity at a great price.   

     $3,500.00                                                        
Hesa Chrome Bandit (Norton)AQHA #2500203 Sue’s number one ranch horse is for sale to the right home. He is an awesome roping and all-around versatility horse. He has been qualified as a Search and Rescue mount for 4 years. He took 2 teenage sisters to 4-H championships in the arena and their father won ranch horse versatility contests on him. Perfect for the beginning roper or learning cattle work. Stright-up in the bridle. He is 18 years young and still has many years of winning in the show ring left in him. He is an excellent horse for poning other horse or a string of mules and has been used to start 100’s of colts. He has potential in many directions. Doc Bar/ King Fritz in pedigree.$2000.00 OBO

Palomar del Rio KCA (Annie) is a 4 year old, buttermilk dun, the rarest of colors. She has magnificent black striping on a cream colored coat. She is 14.2 hands and built like a tank. She is a magnificent example of a Kiger, her tail drags the ground and her mane is three feet long and weights 50 pounds. When you see her, she will take your breath away, which is why her name is ‘River Dove’.  Heavy set with a wide stance and solid feet will make her sure footed in the mountains or awesome on a cow. She has won showing at halter, has lots of ground work and is just started under saddle. Trailers, baths, ponies, in-hand trail, She is a guaranteed winner in the show ring. She will be that once in a life time horse for the person lucky enough to get her.                                                          $6500.00 firm
All horses are registered with the Kiger Mesteno Association, and come with a 30 day money back guarantee and a buy back option. Here’s your chance to own the original cow horse of the vaqueros and a native of the Americas.  There are only approximately 2000 in the world. 

KCA Stuff For Sale: 
MECATES: Teresa Trull is still making us ‘kustom kiger’ Snaffle bit Macates. They are 22’ parachute cord in black and gold for Grullas or chocolate and tan for the Duns. These are the best quality on the market today. They handle like no others and will last a lifetime. The Macates are usually $120.00 and the slobber straps are $15.00. But through us they are $100.00 and $10.00 respectfully. She also makes custom rope halters and lead ropes.
SADDLE: Rafter W. Hand made, Modified Wade Trail Saddle $2300.00 OBO

SADDLE: Billy Cook roping saddle: $600.00

SADDLE: Eli has a 16” Black Australian Fox Poley saddle with matching breast collar for sale. It is in great condition, comes with all the fittings and black sheepskin pad. $450.00. OBO
WANTED: 2 of Susan’s student are looking for reasonably priced used saddles: a Western trail saddle 15” -15.5”, for a narrow high withered horse.  And a English jumping saddle, 14.5” -15”
We hope the summer season find you well and on your horse having lots of fun!

Sue Watkins 530-318-1974

Eli Ruonavaara 530-677-7402

Kigers de los Californios

Buy, sell, train and show quality Kigers
We all walk in the dark. and it is up to each one of us to turn on our own light.






Katherine Hepburn (1907-2003)
