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Eli Ruonavaara - Sue Watkins
www.kigersdeloscalifornios.com

The Watering Hole Vol. 7
Welcome to The Watering Hole. Where wild horses go to get refreshed, socialize and find out what’s going on with their amigos. We hope this newsletter does the same for all of you.

Merry Christmas!
KCA Family:
As the year winds down, we at Kigers de los Californios would like to wish all of you a joyous Holiday Season, wherever you may be.  May Santa be good to you and yours.  We would like to thank all of you for your friendship and love of the Kiger horse.  Without your support, we would not be able to promote these wonderful animals.  We appreciate the trust you have placed in us, and look forward to a long and fruitful relationship.  Happy New Year!                                                       


KCA News:
All of a sudden we had a burst of activity in the sale barn!  With 5 horses gone overnight, we only have three Kigers left, don’t let the opportunity pass you by to own a true living genetic treasure!  They are sure to go fast.  What a perfect Christmas gift!

Little Piper Thram found Chica in her backyard with a bow on for her 8th birthday on November 29th.  Needless to say, the entire family was thrilled.  Susan currently has Chica in full time training for the Thram family, so a firm bond between horse and rider will be assured.  
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In addition, Susan’s training schedule has been very busy.  She has choosen 15.2 hd, 4 yr old, El Grande Rojo KCA (“Red”) as her full time Kiger mount.  Red has the talent, personality and size to be a force in any discipline. He will be a true ambassador for the breed with Susan’s guidance.  She has Scotty, our Red dun 2 year old under saddle now as well.  He is progressing nicely and looking for his permanent home.  She also has several quarter horses in training, so if you would like a spot in her stable give her a call as soon as possible.
Eli has been very busy with year end stuff and hasn’t been able to put the miles on the trail that he would like.  He has been somewhat slowed by a rotator cup injury, suffered when bucking hay.  Smoke, Maverick and Dancer are all doing well.  In addition, he has taken on Moon and Fandango, 2 and 3 year olds, respectively. Both are very gentle and ready for new homes. 
We attended the fall meeting of the Kiger Mesteno Association.  In addition to his treasurer’s duties, Eli has offered to take on revamping the organization’s website and Susan has volunteered to reorganize the by-laws and rule book.  Both projects are important for the growth and success of the organization, and we hope our contributions will help.  

KCA Events: 
November 14 -16, 2008: The Trail Blazer Festival in Santa Barbara, CA chose Susan and the Kiger Mesteno to be part of their Battle of the Breeds contest. Only 13 breeds were chosen, so she was honored to take a Kiger. With the help of Rowland Cheney and Pam Perdue, Susan competed in the extreme trail horse contest. Awards were only given to the top 3 teams.  Smoke gave his all but stage fright due to the lighted dome top indoor arena put him just out of the money. His efforts were not lost on World famous Clinician Linda Tellington-Jones, inventor of the “Tellington Touch” who asked to ride him in the next night’s performance where she was the guest announcer/judge for the youth competition. As she entered the arena she turned to Pam and Sue and said “Believe it or not I have never ridden a mustang before, can you get some pictures”. Boy did we get pictures! So with out of control brush fires burning less then 5 miles away, fire trucks staging in the parking lot, evacuated horses in the other barns and famous clinicians wanting to ride a Kiger, the weekend was exciting to say the least.
November 19, 2008: Susan was invited to be the guest speaker at the Loomis Basin Horseman’s Association monthly meeting where she gave a talk on the history of the Kiger Mesteno and the strains of Colonial Spanish Horse.
November 27, 2008: Kigers de los Californios had so much to be thankful for especially all our great friends, family, and associates. We hope everyone has as many things to be thankful for as we do. Especially for these magnificent horses that have done so much throughout history and our own lives for no other reason but because we asked them to.

November 29, 2008: Chica took a trip to Downtown Sacramento to show up in Piper Thrams backyard for her 8th birthday.
December 6, 2008: Kiger Mesteno Association Meeting, Medford Oregon
December 25, 2008: We will be giving thanks for all our friends and family and the horses that come into our life to teach us the things we need to know. We hope the new year holds for you all you can dream of!

Whatz his name? CONTEST: Eli is looking for a ‘barn’ name for his 5 year old Grullo Kiger gelding.  His registered name is Wallowas Shadow Dancer by Wallowas Apollo out of Satin Lady. He would like something that reflects the Kigers’ Spanish ancestry. Email your idea for a name, and the one chosen will receive a $25.00 American Express gift card, just in time for Christmas!  (In the event of two identical submissions, the first one submitted will win).  

KCA Training: 

There is currently room for 3 more full time horses in training at KCA. Full Training is $700 a month. Kigers get a discount of $650.00 per month. Lessons and Clinics are also available. There is a new arena and lots of new trail obstacles, so let’s get those ponies working. Susan will also show your horse, coach or prep you and/or your horse at a show or participate in any kind of Kiger promotion. Anyone interested in seeing wild Kigers gentled, this is the place!

2009 CLINICS: Reservation dates are being taken for 2009 clinics. Anyone who would like to sponsor a clinic with Susan please go to the website for more information and a description of clinic subjects. Be sure to call to reserve your dates.
We hope the Christmas season finds you well and on your horse having lots of fun (and staying dry!) watching the snow capped mountains!

Sue Watkins 530-318-1974

Eli Ruonavaara 530-677-7402

Kigers de los Californios

Buy, sell, train and show quality Kigers
We all walk in the dark. and it is up to each one of us to turn on our own light.






Katherine Hepburn (1907-2003)
